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NEWSLETTER

‘ E v E r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  s h o u l d  b E  w o r t h y ,  o f  g r E a t  m E r i t ,  c h a r a c t E r  a n d  v a l u E . ’

M A L A W I
Sixth Form ExpEdition 2016



We have had a great start to the term. School has felt calm and purposeful, with pupils actively 
engaged in lessons and enjoying learning - it has been a joy to visit classrooms.

After the launch of our new rewards system at the start of term and the creation of our 
new school House System, we are looking forward to the upcoming House assemblies next week. 
The response to our new rewards system has been overwhelmingly positive. I am very grateful to my 
colleagues for embracing this system and for issuing nearly 7000 rewards in just under two weeks. It 
is also wonderful to see planners full of merits and pupils taking great pride in their accomplishments, 
as we celebrate their individual achievements - acts of great merit, character and value.

As we launch each of our five Houses, every pupil and Sixth Form student, will be working together collectively, with 
common purpose, to win the House Cup. Our new House Enrichment Day activities will also provide opportunities 
for everyone to develop their communication, team work, creativity, resilience, problem solving and organisation 
as they compete, as part of their House, in our whole school events to recognise acts of great merit, character and 
value.

Celebrating success and coming together as a community, through the rewards system and the new Houses are an 
essential part of building upon our strengths as a school and celebrating what makes us distinct, from other schools. 
In addition, with the launch of our new ‘Skills for Life’ programme developing and recognising the new ‘soft skills’ 
sought by employers, with all the work we undertook last year and our record breaking outcomes at GCSE and 
A-Level, plus with our core focus, on remaining a small school and on knowing each child as an individual, we have 
an exciting vision for our school.

As I sat down in the dining hall this week, a number of pupils have taken time to comment on the new uniform, the 
rewards and the House system. They are excited, wear the school uniform with pride and are especially proud to 
have achieved so many rewards within the first few weeks of term. For me, it’s an absolute joy that our children are 
thriving and clearly enjoying school. I feel especially fortunate, after working at many schools, to be part of this 
community and to have such fabulous pupils and Sixth Form students.

The year ahead promises once again to bring many opportunities and challenges, but ultimately I know I am very 
fortunate to have colleagues who are giving their all to ensure we do the best for our children. It is therefore an 
exciting time for our school, for our pupils and students. I look at the huge number of rewards flooding in every day, 
see our children wearing our new uniform with pride, and see pupils engaged and excited by learning in lessons.

Our newsletter this week provides an opportunity to share with parents’ pictures and stories from our Sixth Form 
College visit to Malawi. I know the huge commitment involved for pupils, staff and parents, participating in such 
an expedition and especially for colleagues leading such an adventure, with our external partners. Opportunities 
such as this, alongside our other expeditions and visits, really do provide our young people with a unique insight 
into the world around them, while also providing the time and space for reflection, that our young people need to 
learn about different cultures and to reflect on the lives of others. I do hope you enjoy reading about our students 
adventures.

Do have a good weekend.
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

Mr Hardie writes:

Our students had been waiting nearly 2 years to go on expedition; from the launch in the Autumn of 2014 to 
boarding the bus outside of school with all their kit on 17th July 2016 it had certainly been a long wait.  Our 
students have, however, been very busy in that time; they have planned the itinerary, they have planned 

and been on an expedition training weekend designed to prepare them for life on expedition and they have been 
involved in various different activities in order to raise money for the trip of a lifetime.

Malawi 2016 is our fifth expedition that Woldgate Sixth Form College 
has run.  During this time we have taken Sixth Form students around 

the world.  Our first ever expedition was to Morocco in 2011, we 
revisited the same project when we returned in 2012 & 2013 

before we decided to visit cultures further afield in 2014 
when we went to Borneo.  The amazing thing about these 

expeditions is that the students lead these visits, they 
choose where in the country we will go what we will 
visit and most importantly they pick a worthy project 
to volunteer at for a substantial part of our stay.

Students have always in the past found these expe-
riences incredibly eye-opening and have left our 
students with positive memories that will last a life 
time.  The greatest kick that I as a teacher get from 

these expeditions is to see how our students change 
while they’re away.  To see their confidence grow, to see 

them submerge themselves in another culture and to see 
them take on responsibility and leadership in difficult situ-

ations makes me incredibly proud of the young adults that 
we have in our Sixth Form College.

“From learning how to 
effectively scrub paint from 

a concrete floor, how to wash my 
clothes in a bucket with a bar of soap and 

the best haggling techniques to being able to 
communicate (or at least attempt to) with locals 
in a different language and live out of a rucksack 

for three weeks; this expedition has certainly taught 
me so many life skills, and also so much about myself.  
I’m now more eager to travel as much of the world as 

possible and meet new people as I do so, but no group 
of ‘travelaaaars’ could ever come close to this one.

I’m going home with memories to last a lifetime 
and friends for life too. No words could ever 
describe how grateful I am to everyone for 

making that possible.” 

Emily Whitaker
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oriEntation

Our team this year consisted of 13 students from our Sixth Form College.  We met at School early on the morning of 
Sunday 17th July.  There was lots of excitement and apprehension in the air as many of our students were preparing 
to leave their home comforts, mobile phones and parents behind in preparation for the adventure that lay ahead 
of them.  We set off down to London where we met with our leader from Outlook expeditions.  He set the team up 
with their tents and the rest of the group equipment, which just about squeezed into the already bursting rucksacks 
and we headed to the airport to catch our flight.

We had an overnight flight to Johannesburg, South Africa where we would catch a connecting flight to Lilongwe, 
Malawi.  Unfortunately we missed our connecting flight which meant a very long wait in Johannesburg airport.  
To my amazement the team stayed in very high spirits and really used this opportunity to gel as a team. When we 
eventually caught our flight there were a lot of tired eyes.
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Lilongwe is the capital of Malawi and once we arrived the team had 
the job of setting up camp and then exploring the streets in the 
city centre in order to buy supplies that the team would need for 
the next phase.  Walking through the market stalls and seeing the 
differences between our countries was quite an eye opening expe-
rience and our students got stuck in and many even started to hone 
their bargaining skills.  It was also here that we soon realised we had 
some master chefs with us as the team’s first meal that they cooked 
was delicious and set the standard for meals to come.
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projEct phaSE

The project our team choose to work with this year was the Vinjeru Education project.  Vinjeru Education is a regis-
tered charity that was set up in 1999 in Malawi with the aim of advancing education for young people.  The biggest 
part of the Vinjeru education project is collecting and distributing educational resources to be used by schools 
and individuals in rural areas.  These communities are often very poor and the work done by Vinjeru in supporting 
education, gives incredible opportunities to those who may otherwise go without formal education. In the past 
Vinjeru has also worked with locals to build schools and extend overcrowded schools.  I was personally thrilled with 
the choice our team made as having travelled to other parts of Africa personally and seen the hardship that many 
young people go through in order to get an education, I know how valuable projects like this can be.

The project that our team was helping with was to help finish off a library building that was next to a primary school.  
When the team arrived the shell of the building was complete but the inside was not finished and was just being 
used for storage of building materials.  
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While at the project the community that we were staying in was incredibly welcoming.  There was a constant stream 
of young children from the village waiting outside the library for some of the team to come and play with them and 
then they made sure they escorted us to and from our campsite every day.  They were invited to take a tour of a local 
children’s & maternity hospital and some of the team were lucky enough to stumble upon and be invited to watch a 
practise session of a local gospel choir who were truly incredible.  The group also had a couple of meals cooked for 
them by local people who were incredibly appreciative of the work we were doing to support the charity.

The work at the library that the team did involved preparing the room to be painted, putting on two base layers and 
two coats of paint onto the large room.  Once this was complete they cleaned the room and moved in the books 
and furniture to transform the storage room into a workable library.  The team should be really proud of the work 
they did at the project; both in leaving a useable library that will help in the education of hundreds of young people 
but also in the positive way they interacted in the community.  They really left an incredibly positive impression of 
themselves and they were all fantastic representatives of our school.

“... I didn’t want to 
leave at the end.  Meet-

ing the children and visiting 
local families was one of my 
favourite parts. I will never 

forget this experience.”

 Louise Oliver
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trEk

We arrived late in the evening at a campsite that 
would be the start of our trekking phase.  As we 
pulled in we met George Wardlow, an Englishman 
who owned the campsite and lodge who had previ-
ously lived and worked in England as a teacher.  
After further conversation we found out that not 
only had he lived in Pocklington but he had done his 
teacher training at Woldgate School 30 years ago!

The next morning we packed up our kit and set 
off on a trek that, over 4 days would take us 80km 
towards the edge of Lake Malawi.  The trek itself 
was very challenging and had some particularly 
steep climbs on the second and third days.  These 
were made considerably more difficult by the heat.   

The students had to dig deep to get through some 
of the sections but were rewarded with some 
incredible views and stunning scenery along the 
way.  

In the evenings the sky looked incredibly clear and 
the team spent many nights staring upwards at the 
thousands of stars that lit up the sky. 



9Friday 23rd September 2016 iSSue 65

After 4 long hard days of trekking we finished at a fantastic campsite that backed onto a beach overlooking the 
campsite.  It was a truly beautiful place and it felt like the perfect way to reflect on the achievement of completing a 
tough trek in challenging conditions and to have a proper celebration for Lorna as the day before had been her 17th 
birthday.  Where most 17 year olds look to start with driving lessons Lorna had spent her birthday trekking through 
a forest and ended in a tiny village with local children singing/chanting happy birthday to her. Certainly a birthday 
she will not forget.
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rESt & rElaxation

The rest and relaxation phase was well deserved after the team’s incredible work at the project and then complet-
ing the four day trek in very difficult conditions.  The first part of this last phase was kayaking to Domwe Island.  It 
was a 5km kayak across the lake and the 2 person kayaks travelled at varying speeds.  I think it is fair to say neither 
Mrs Draper nor I excelled at Kayaking but we just about managed to keep up with the rest of the team. 

Domwe Island is home only to some 
wild pigs, civets and baboons and the 
island camp was beautiful with some 
of the most stunning views over the 
lake. There was an incredibly relaxed 
atmosphere on the island and the 
whole team loved it here and were 
enjoying their well-earned break.  
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After our island adventure was over we headed to the national park for safari.  We had a morning boat trip along 
the river where we saw hippos, crocodiles, antelope and elephants to name just a few.  The large group of elephants 
that lined the riverbank were just incredible.  Even the Maths teacher in the group was struggling to count just 
how many there were.  The team also had an evening game drive where they got the chance to see more of these 
incredible animals in their natural habitat.

We celebrated our last night of expedition with a really nice meal and a glamorous awards ceremony.  We got a bit 
carried away with the awards and in the end there were over 30 categories. 

Here are a few of the more  
prestigious awards.

Queen of the hill – Alice Bourne

Best Leader – Tom Corner

Happy camper award – Lorna 
Blackmore

Last out of Bed (despite never 
getting up after 7:30) – Lucy Wood

Cleanest – Emily Whitaker

Funniest – Katie Hopwood

Free spirit – Olivia Gill

Best chef – Will Pindard
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WhErE nExt?
Our focus moves now to our 2017 expedition which will see a group of our current year 12 students travel to Tanza-
nia.  Africa is a very special place to me personally and I cannot wait to see what projects and challenges our students 
will choose when they go through their expedition itinerary selection.  Our students will soon have picked their 
itinerary, they have training weekend to organise and are currently doing various different fundraising activities as 
they approach their expedition in July 2017.

Our current Year 11 students should also watch this space as information about potential destinations available to 
them in year 12 for the 2018 expedition will be announced shortly and will be followed by an information evening 
for parents. 

A final thank you to everybody involved from those who supported fundraising, to the team and staff that made 
the expedition so memorable for all of our students involved.  I really believe that travel broadens the mind and 
these experiences really help to develop them as individuals and give them memories that will stay with them for 
a lifetime.  

 “I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the past 3 weeks with the best 15 

people anyone could ask for.  I especially 
enjoyed the trek and am touched to be 

awarded the ‘Queen of the hill’ award. The 
project phase was a massive learning curve for 
me- it taught me to appreciate what I have at 

home as there are many that are less fortunate than 
I am. I am excited to make a difference to others and 

explore the world further now I have had a taster.

A massive thank you to everybody involved for 
bringing many memories and giggles to this 
adventure.  It has been the experience of a 

lifetime!” 

Alice Bourne
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